DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA
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for Alice, a cheque on one occasion for the layette
when she was expecting a baby, and a horse for Louis ;
but it does not appear that she made any substantial
contribution to household expense. No doubt she
had excellent reasons. It was a matter of principle
with her, as it had been with the Prince Consort,
that the country was bound to make proper pro-
vision for her daughters on their marriage ; Alice
had received her dowry and annuity and she must
manage on that. Again she may have felt that Alice
would only continue to give away more than she
could afford, and with such exaggerated charities the
Queen had no sympathy. But this habit of Alice's
was incurable, for it sprang from love, and she made
no attempt to get the better of it*

Sometimes she felt lonely; as often as not Louis
was away from early morning until dinner-time, and '
she had nobody of her own age to talk to or walk
with except her one lady-in-waiting, but the daily
lesson with Victoria was always a very happy hour in
the day. And she contrived a pretty bit of family
peace-making. Neither the Prince nor the Princess of
Wales had ever forgiven Prussia for the rape of the
Duchies of Denmark, and when they came for a '
few days5 visit to Darmstadt Alice arranged that
the King of Prussia should look in, and he and
the Princess of Wales had a friendly talk. " Very
wise of them/3 thought Alice, " for bearing ill-will is
always a mistake, besides its not being right."1

Rumours of war between France and Germany

1 Princess Christian, Alicet p. 176.
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